A

SPECIAL REPOR| S
INKELMANN ON WINKELMAN

In the Feb '93 issue of Victory Lane we

ran a short article on the sometime
confusion between a Winkelmann and
Palliser. Bob noted the article and gra-
ciously submitted the following to set the
record straight. G

Report by Bob Winkelmann

The first chassis was indeed built by Len Wimhurst at his
home in London. At the time Len was working for Brabham, and his
frame was undoubtedly influenced by the BT 21 suspension geometry.
However, it bore little resemblance in design since the reason Len built
it was to test his own theories for a more rigid structure.

In a long career of race car fabrication for other manufacturers he had

— .

Top: Len Wimhurst & Hugh Dibley with Palliser- Franklen WDA1 Bottom: Bob Winkelmann in the car in
which he won two Nationals on the same weekend

developed many original details which he wanted to incorporate in one ~ '64. We both served in the Royal Navy: he as a pilot; I as a flight

car. (I had first met Len at Lola Cars in 1963 when they were building
the GT 40 for Ford.

It is a tribute to Len’s ingenuity that he was able to do this at
his home. He had no bench-vice, he hack-sawed the tubing over his
| knee, and had so little floor space that he jigged and welded the frame
together on the shop wall.

Atthis point Len approached Hugh Dibley to supplyan engine
and test drive the car. No name had been decided yet. Hugh entered it
at Mallory Park asa TBN (to be notified), and was sufficiently impressed
with its performance that he brought a series of photographs tomy house
in California for a discussion on the possibilities of production.

Hugh andI had been friends for some years, having competed
in the USRRC ( United States Road Racing Championship ) in '63 and
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mechanic and had joined British Overseas Airways after leaving the
Navy, albeit at a different period since I left England before Hugh joined
BOAC.

He was, I believe, the youngest Concorde pilot and was
operating London, New York, Miami, and occasional Honolulu runs
which gave him the opportunity for lay-overs in San Francisco.

The photos showed a rugged machine. Len had planned for a
possible Formula Libre car, and it could easily handle Formula One or
Chevrolet engines. All suspension rod ends were half inch, a
necessary detail for off course excursions from American tracks. My
experience with Lotus and other British built race carshad made me well
aware of the delicacy of the frame and suspension components of most
marques. Len’s chassis was ideal for the US market.




Palliser-Winkelmann WD F2

We discussed the possibility of going into limited production. I was
convinced of the need for a strong single seater, so with Hugh's
assurance that some changes could be made to suit my six foot frame,
(another drawback to British cars of the day), Hugh returned to London
with my initial order for three Formula B cars and formed Palliser
Racing Design Ltd.

Hugh’s full name is Hugh Palliser Kingsley Dibley, a combi-
nation of Sir Hugh Palliser, an ancestor who commanded one of Lord
Nelson's ships and Hugh'’s father, Rear Admiral Kingsley Dibley.

Hugh financed the venture and became managing director.
Len was a director and production manager. Hugh and T exchanged
courtesy directorships in each other's companies, and I became sales
director for the US.

Since my company, Robert Winkelmann Racing, Ltd. had

' been in business for several years and was fairly well known in the US,
it was by common consent that the cars would be called Winkelmanns
when sold in America.

The first three Winkelmann cars were delivered in May and
June of 1968 to: Dan Murphy of Wisconsin; Rodolfo Junco, a Mexican
then living in Austin, Texas, and myself in Califomnia, designated
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Ford boosters and it was in no small part due to their insistence that I
urged Hugh to build a car to this new formula. Len was a bit reluctant at
first, believing it was a ‘fiddler class’ for amateurs and would go
nowhere. However, [ went to London at the end of 1968 with firm orders
for ten cars, and by the time of the Racing Car Show at Earl's Court in
January '65 Len had modified a B-I chassis to the new class and we
introduced our first Formula Ford to the public.

It is pertinent to the story that of the 41 Formula Ford WD-F-I cars
manufactured in 1969 only one, number 011, was sold in the UK as a
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200 CALEDON(A ST. « SAUSALITO - CALIFORNIA 94965 PHONE (415) 3322302

Palliser. The rest were imported, sold, registered and raced as Winkel-
manns, fourteen in Texas alone where the ability to accomodate a six
foot six corn-fed cowboy was quickly recognized.

I won’t dwell on the successes, there were plenty and they are well
documented, suffice to say that by the end of the first season three
Winkelmann drivers had either won their division or placed high enough
to make the run-offs. Meanwhile, eight of the new Formula B cars or
Atlantic as it was now known had been delivered to the States. This was
the first of the wedge designs, requiring the radiator to lay almost flat.
These cars,designated WD-B-2, were all sold here as Winkelmanns.

We had a bit of trouble with the cooling in desert temperatures
and two or three different shaped noses were tried. Eventually we got
that problem sorted, and the Wedge was here to stay.

The Formula Ford variant of this model, W-D F2 was to be
introduced in the January 1970 Racing Car Show, but by a massive effort,
on Len’s part the first three WD-F-2 Winkelmanns were completed and
delivered on the 22nd of November 1969 to the three Winkelmann
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“drivers who had won spots in the American Road Race of Champions
held that year at Daytona. This model was an instant success,(although
we didn't win that race.) Many well known drivers got their start in P-
2s. They are easy to drive, quite forgiving, robust by race car standards
and ....very fast.

In all, fifty WD-F-2s left the works by the front door, 45 came
to the States, sold through Winkelmann dealers of which there were now
six. At the same time Palliser was also doing a brisk business in
component parts, and several other manufacturers used them in the
construction of their own cars. Since it was also possible to deal directly
with our frame supplier and purchase a replacement frame at virtually
our cost, many knowledgeable race car mechanics built pirate versions
of Palliser designs and called them Pallisers or Winkelmanns.

It will never be known how many of these cars exist, nor was
itconfined to Palliser. Lotus, Lola and Brabham have the same problem,
and I enclose a copy of the Brabham news letter which confirms this.
However, if it is of any concem to the current owners of Palliser-
Winkelmann cars, records were kept of all the cars sold in the States and
which dealers sold them. In many cases the names of the first owners are
known.

Renny Watt of Portland has very kindly agreed to maintain the
register and interested parties can write to him at Box 1727
Portland, OR 97217.

Meanwhile, back in England, Vern Schuppan and Peter
Lamplough were running works Pallisers: Vem in an Atlantic and Peter
in a Formula Ford, with Hugh occasionally taking time off from flying
to tear up track records. Calls and letters from satisfied customers came
from all over the States, detailing their track successes and exchanging
information about ‘demon tweaks’ they had discovered to improve
performance. All, of course reported back to the ‘works’ via Telex.
Lenmade variants for Formula Super Vee, of which 5 or 6 were sold. The
WD-F-3 and WD-B-3 rolled out of the shop incorporating detail
improvements such as extraknuckle clearance around the shiftlever and
anti-dive front “A” arms. Minor improvements but the same basic car.
By this time I had established a chain of dealerships consisting of very
knowledgeable people who were providing excellent support for our
customers. Parts were available on an ovemight basis
and quite a large percentage of sales were due to replacing
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WDF1 Palliser Winkelmann Formula Ford at a car show in London. 1969
. Bob in white tie behind the car

Brabham Or Not ?

| recently spent a week in England
meeting people. looking at cars and
of course, researching Brabhams.
One of the topics of discussion was
the replica’ Brabhams that were
buiit during the 1960's. It seems
that an Arch Motors chassis could
be purchased for replacement
purpose. The chassls recelved was
Identical to what the factory would
receive for the construction of a
new car, complete with AM number.
The confusion over origin Is Oiner cars were constructed using replica/self-bullt chassis. |
not limited only to the now understand that a few cars were even assembied at the

B o Sl s ::aclor‘); t,‘; left ‘Oul the back door with AM numbers but no

drove the Dean Van Lines

Special 1o a third place

ll-m-hnl.m-u.ﬁ:-p(n Fortunately the AM framed cars had some sort of number to

the Indianapotis 500. The  De referenced by 50 they were listed by the frame number

car has been listed In some during the race meetings of the time. This documentation
Ay P 2good history of the car in question. Chartes Lucas

but that tumms out to be 8 constructed at least three cars with chassls which were

bil of a misnomer. R was  (pricated outside of Arch Motors. The cars had no frame

e s Y et numbers but the original owners were documented. In the

copled from the Arabnam  PNOLOS that | have of the ‘Teplicas &t is Impossible to tell them

driven by Sir Jack In 1964, [1OM the real thing.

i was officially known as a
“Brabbam’. Nonctheless, it
stlll remalns & very impor-

Later in the week | was doing research at a friends and tumed
up frame numbers and owner names for al least four cars,
Fhotos were also p taken at race in 1965, 66.
and 67. Three of the four numbers have 51004 the test of time
rtdoaleingir s and have app: on currently campalgr historic racers.
:‘K"’:‘_"‘"‘“ rookdeof s discovery raises some Interesting questions. What are

these cars? Brabhams? Lucas'? Replica Brabhams? | do not
profess to know the answers. but would be interested in
hearing from the membership on the issue. | do not think that
there is any doubt that the cars in question are historic racing
cars worthy of the right to compete, but where do they fall in
the history of motorsport? Let us know your thoughts on this
Issue. %

Sewrce Moyt Cymer's $00 Mis Race
Tawboo

It seems that Arch Motors Co. built chassis for several groups,
the problem lies in that anyone could buy a "replacement frame".

‘comers’ knocked off by off-course excursions. It had been my policy
to sell the cars at little above cost in order to increase the numbers sold
and allow the factory to get up to speed and improve efficiency of
production. Components however were priced to allow dealers to make
a fair profit and the bottom line began to reflect this.

We seemed to be on a roll, but alas, the first oil crisis now
loomed, forcing a lot of people to sell their cars and get out of racing. Our
suppliers and sub-contractors seemed to have weekly increases in price,
= making it difficult if not im-

an possible forusto mninln}in our
lists. We had earned quite a lot
of dollars for Britain but unfor-
tunately none for ourselves.
Ultimately, Hugh was forced
tocease trading and close down
Palliser Racing Design.

To fill outstanding
orders four cars were delivered
in kit form directly to our US
customers. Designated WD-F4,
they were the last cars offi-
cially sold.

During our three
years of operation, we had fo-
cused a high degree of
specialized knowledgeincom-
bination with enormous
enthusiasm to produce these
cars. We didn't make any
money, but everyone had a lot
of fun losing it. That they are
still being raced after 25 years
is great source of pride and

pleasure. W
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Qo@ot for long life. (comes w/ 20 discs) $175

(()IL PICK UP INSTALLATION TOOL

\

Qlea.rt specify range desired.

/ TIRE TEMPERATURE GUAGES \

N

ﬂnwsrnu: TAPERED RING

\ Phone for quantity prices.

HONING PLATES ﬂ
* 2" Thick
. . * Blanchard ground
$ ; ¥ * Blueprint made
\ s - * Dowel locations incorporatéty

TIRE PRESSURE GUAGE \\
This tire pressure guage comes with a
twelve inch hose, & 45 degree swivel, and
a bleeder valve for fine adjustment. They
come in ranges from 0-15, 0-60, 0-100
p-s.1. guages, availablc in 2 styles:

Standard $24.50
Liquid filled $32.50 j
RING GRINDER

Tired of gripping rings by hand? Our electric
ring grinder makes gappingringsasnap! It uses
clothbacked glue-on discs (replacements - $.30
cach) and uses rheostat to allow you to taylor
cutting speed. 1/15 HP, ball bearing fan-cooled

Are you Chevy racers and engine builders tired of A
trying to find a way to install your oil pick up unit .
into the pump drive, without destroying the pick up? '™

Now there's an casy way to do both small and big
block Chevy's with the same tool. Installation time

about 15 scconds, without damaging the pick up.
$42.50

YOTHER VALVE SPRING TESTER
Why spend over $400 on a valve spring tester when you cando
the same job with your visc and our $85 unit? Available in 300
1b, 600 Ib, and 1000 Ib capacity, these 2% accuracy units are
small enough to put in your tool box.

This digital tire temperaturc probe allows you to
check tire temperature very quickly and very accu-

(V ratcly, to get the optimum performance out of your
9 tires. $125

INSTALLERS

Currently available for 4”, 4 1/8", 41/4" bores. Will
adjust up to 0.60 of an inch overbore when you rebuild
later on. No cumbersome bands to adjust on the
Yother Ring Installer. This tool makes piston instal-
lation installation quick and casy.

YALVE SPRING HITE MIKE

Finally an casy way to measure installed spring height.
Put on your head in place of spring, the Yother/Mills hite
mike reads out directlyl Available in two ranges: 1.3"-
1.8" and 1.5"-2.1"

$59.50 Please specify range desired. /

YOTHER/SHADOW -

Offers fully enclosed door-to-door transpor- e —
tation services with no fucl or insurance sur- { t s
Vil i

charges, no loading or un-loading fees. A
one-time flatfee. We donot stack carsorhave 4
to off-load cars for delivery. Exotic and race
cars a specialty. Onc way, round trip, races,
or car shows. Call for free quotation.

When itcomes to honing plates the name YOTHER is synonomous

with them. You'll find the highest quality, least expensive stecl

HONING PLATES available. Honing plates available for any-

thing, Inquire for prices and availability.

YOTHER
1740 Timothy Drive

San Leandro, CA 94577 (510) 483-2181

Dealer inquiries invited J

\UHEN 1S A WINKLEMAN

~ NOT A WINKLEMAN?
WHEN IT'S A PALLISER

When two Englishmen, Geoff Clarke and John Webb, got
together in London’s Royal Garden Hotel in December 1966,
they could not possibly have had any idea that their discus-
sion would result in the creation of the most successful motor
racing category, Formula Ford. It is now almost 26 years since
the first FF race was held at Brands Hatch in July 1967. All 14
cars were Lotus, Clarke owned eight of them, and Webb was
the Managing Director of Britain’s four leading racing circuits,
including Brands Hatch. Clarke ran a racing school, and , in
an attempt to come up with a single seater that was inexpen-
sive to build and maintain, as well as tractable to drive, he had
a Cortina fitted to a F3 chassis with Cortina wheels and tires.
Clarke told Webb how well this car had worked and, as the
conversation flowed with the drinks, Formula Ford was
conceived.

With the success of the formula came opportunities for
many racing car builders, among them a company called
Palliser Racing Design. Len Wimhurst built the first Palliser
which had been funded by English racing driver Hugh
Dibley. “Palliser” was Dibley’s second Christian name.
Wimhurst was a former workshop foreman at Brabham,
having also spent time at Lola. Dibley and Wimhurst were co-
directors of Palliser along with another Englishman who
lived in the USA, one Bob Winkleman. Having seen photo-
graphs of the Palliser prototype, Winkleman had agreed to
market the car in the States. By the end of 1969, the company
had built 42 Formula Fords and six Formula B cars, all of
which went to Winkleman. In 1970, 50 more FFs were
produced, plus three FBs and prototypes for Super Vee and
Atlantic.

I am not sure at what stage Bob Winkleman started to
market the cars under his own name, but the numbering
system remained, with the WD initials (Presumably from
Wimhurst and Dibley) preceding the car type and model.
“WDF1" was the first FF chassis model, the next FF model
being F2 and so on. Jim Jenkins won the IMSA Formula Ford
series with a WDF2 in 1970. Although most of the cars went
tothe USA, Peter Lamplough and Bob Evans enjoyed consid-
erable success with the Pallisers.

The Palliser/Winklemans were well-built cars with the
company noted for its helpful and friendly service. An indi-
cation of the company's reputation can be gained from their
successful sale components, particularly the cast wheels,
uprights and steering racks. Amongst others, March Engi-
neering used Palliser parts, while BRM were users of the
Palliser oil pumps for both their twin cam and FF engines.

Now 26 years on Formula Ford continues to be a most
successful formula for budding world champions, while the
original cars, including the Palliser/Winklemans, have been
restored to their former glory and are providing economical
entertainment for historic racing drivers.

PETER HILL
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